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1
VCC CHARGE AND FREE-WHEELING
DETECTION VIA SOURCE CONTROLLED
MOS TRANSISTOR

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present document relates to power converters. In par-
ticular, the present document relates to free-wheeling detec-
tion and/or to the provisioning of the supply voltage of a
driver circuit using a switched-mode power converter.

BACKGROUND

It is typically desirable for a driver circuit (e.g. for the
driver circuit of a Solid State Lighting (SSL) device, such as
a Light Emitting Diode (LED)) to generate its own supply
voltage from the switching converter comprised within the
driver circuit and used e.g. to drive the SSL device. The
generation of the supply voltage Vcc typically requires a
number of external components, thereby increasing the cost
of the driver circuit.

SUMMARY

A principal object of the present disclosure is for a driver
circuit to generate its own supply from a switching converter
comprised within the driver circuit

A further object of the disclosure is for a driver circuit to
generate its own supply from a switching converter requiring
a reduced number of external components.

A further object of the disclosure is to detect of “free-
wheeling” or zero-crossing of the power converter.

A further object of the disclosure is to use a source-con-
trolled power switch for generating the supply voltage and for
the detection of the “free-wheeling” or zero-crossing of the
power converter

A further object of the disclosure is to configure the pri-
mary power converter of a multi-stage power converter to
provide the supply voltage Vcc for the complete driver circuit

A further object of the disclosure is to use a control circuit
configured to control a switching state of a power switch.

In accordance with the objects of this disclosure a control
circuit configured to control a switching state of a power
switch; wherein a first port of the power switch is coupled to
an inductor has been achieved. The control circuit disclosed is
configured to be coupled to a control port of the power switch;
wherein the control port of the power switch is different from
the first port of the power switch. The control circuit com-
prises a control unit configured to generate a control signal for
controlling the switching state of the power switch; wherein
the control signal is to be provided to the control port of the
power switch and a free-wheeling sensing means configured
to detect a change of a voltage at a measurement port of the
power switch; wherein the measurement port of the power
switch is different from the first port of the power switch; and
wherein the change of the voltage at the measurement port is
indicative of free-wheeling of the inductor.

In accordance with the objects of this disclosure a method
for re-charging supply voltage provisioning means and for
controlling the switching state of a power switch has been
achieved. The method disclosed firstly comprises the steps of:
providing the supply voltage provisioning means configured
to provide a supply voltage to a gate of a power switch,
coupling an output of the power switch to ground using a
control switch, to put the power switch to an on-state; and
decoupling the output of the power switch from ground using
the control switch, to put the power switch to an off-state.
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Furthermore the method comprises enabling a charging cur-
rent flowing from the output of the power switch to the supply
voltage provisioning means, and disabling a current flowing
from the supply voltage provisioning means to the output of
the power switch; wherein the charging current is derived
from a current flowing through an input-to-output capaci-
tance arranged between an input and the output of the power
switch.

In the present document, a driver circuit is described,
which is configured to generate the supply voltage Vec using
a reduced number of external components. In other words, a
cost efficient driver circuit is described, which is configured
to generate its own supply voltage. A primary power con-
verter of the driver circuit may comprise a source controlled
power switch (e.g. a metal oxide semiconductor field effect
transistor, MOSFET). This primary power converter may be
configured to supply the supply voltage Vcc. The driver cir-
cuit may comprise a multi-stage power converter comprising
a serial arrangement of power converters. The primary power
converter of the multi-stage power converter may be config-
ured to provide the supply voltage Vce for the complete driver
circuit.

The external power switch may be used as a switch for the
primary power converter. Furthermore, the external power
switch may be used as a current source as well as during
start-up. Additionally, the source-controlled power switch
may be used for generating the supply voltage and for the
detection of the “free-wheeling” or zero-crossing of the
power converter. The “free-wheeling” detection may also be
possible using a grounded MOSFET configuration. The gen-
eration of the supply voltage may be enhanced using an
additional charging capacitor.

According to an aspect, a control circuit (and a correspond-
ing method) configured to control a switching state of a power
switch (e.g. of a transistor) is described. A first port (also
referred to as an input) of the power switch (e.g. a drain of the
power switch) may (directly) be coupled to an inductor. The
power switch and the inductor may be part of a switched-
mode DC-DC power converter. The current through the
inductor may correspond to the current through the power
switch, when the power switch is in on-state.

The control circuit may be configured to be coupled to a
control port of the power switch. The control port may cor-
respond to a gate of the power switch (in case of a gate
controlled power switch) or to a source of the power switch
(in case of a source controlled power switch). The control port
of'the power switch is typically different from the first port of
the power switch.

Furthermore, the control circuit may comprise a control
unit configured to generate a control signal (e.g. a pulse width
modulated signal) for controlling the switching state of the
power switch. The control signal is to be provided to the
control port of the power switch, in order to control the
switching state of the power switch.

Inaddition, the control circuit may comprise free-wheeling
sensing means (also referred to as a measurement unit) con-
figured to detect a change of a voltage at a measurement port
of'the power switch. In particular, a change of voltage, which
is greater than a pre-determined change threshold, may be
detected. Alternatively or in addition, a change of voltage
having an absolute gradient greater than a pre-determined
gradient threshold may be detected. By way of example, an
oscillation of the voltage at the measurement port of the
power switch may be detected. The change of voltage may
correspond to a beginning of the oscillation of the voltage.
Alternatively or in addition, the free-wheeling sensing means
may be configured to detect a zero-crossing of the voltage at
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the measurement. Again, the zero-crossing may be an indica-
tor of the beginning of the oscillation of the voltage at the
measurement port.

The measurement port of the power switch may correspond
to the gate and/or to the source of the power switch. The
measurement port of the power switch may be different from
the first port (e.g. the drain) of the power switch. The oscil-
lation of the voltage at the measurement port may be indica-
tive of free-wheeling of the inductor, notably at time instants
when the power switch is in off-state. The control circuit may
be configured to control the switching state of the power
switch based on the detected oscillation (e.g. based on the
detected change of voltage and/or based on the detected zero-
crossing).

As indicated above, the control port and the measurement
port may correspond to the gate of the power switch. The
control circuit may comprise a low side control switch (which
is to be) coupled to the gate of the power switch. The low side
control switch may be configured to generate a pulsed oft-
signal by coupling the gate of the power switch to ground for
a pulse duration (referred to in the present document as the
second pulse duration) and (thereby) configured to put the
power switch to the off-state. The gate of the power switch
may be floating between an end of the pulsed off-signal and a
beginning of the subsequence pulsed on-signal. The free-
wheeling sensing means may be configured to detect the
oscillation (e.g. the change and/or the zero-crossing) of the
voltage at the gate of the power switch, when the gate of the
power switch is floating, e.g. within the time interval between
the end of the pulsed off-signal and the beginning of the
subsequence pulsed on-signal.

The control port may correspond to a source (also referred
to as an output) of the power switch. The control circuit may
comprise a control switch configured to couple the source of
the power switch to ground, when an input (e.g. the drain) of
the control switch is coupled to the source of the power
switch, in order to put the power switch to the on-state. The
control circuit may also be configured to decouple the source
of the power switch from ground, in order to put the power
switch to the off-state. The free-wheeling sensing means may
be configured to detect an oscillation (e.g. the change and/or
zero-crossing) of a voltage at the gate or at the source of the
power switch, when the power switch is in the off-state.
Hence, the gate and/or the source of the power switch may
correspond to the measurement port of the power switch.

Consequently, the drain-source capacitance of the power
switch may be used to enable the measurement of free-wheel-
ing of the inductor at the gate and/or the source of the power
switch, thereby enabling the measurement of free-wheeling
at low voltage levels.

The control circuit may further comprise a first charging
capacitor arranged in parallel to the drain-source capacitance
of the power switch and configured to provide a current,
subject to a change of a voltage at the first port (e.g. the drain)
of'the power switch. The first port may correspond to a port of
the inductor. By using the first charging capacitor, the reli-
ability for measuring free-wheeling at the source of the power
switch may be improved. The control circuit may further
comprise a Zener diode configured to couple the first charging
capacitor to ground, in order to allow a current through the
first charging capacitor to flow off.

According to a further aspect, a control circuit configured
to re-charge supply voltage provisioning means and/or con-
figured to control the switching state of a power switch is
described. The power switch may comprise (or may be) a
transistor, such as a MOSFET, e.g. an NMOS transistor. The
control circuit may be implemented as or may be part of an
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integrated circuit. The power switch may be external to the
integrated circuit. Typically, the control circuit is used in
conjunction with a power converter, notably a switched-mode
power converter comprising the power switch. The power
switch of the power converter may be controlled by the con-
trol circuit.

The supply voltage provisioning means may be configured
to provide a supply voltage to a gate of the power switch, e.g.
when the supply voltage provisioning means are coupled to
the gate ofthe power switch. The supply voltage provisioning
means may comprise a supply voltage capacitor. The control
circuit may be configured to provide electrical energy to the
supply voltage provisioning means (e.g. to recharge the sup-
ply voltage capacitor). Typically, the electrical energy which
is provided to the supply voltage provisioning means is
derived from the electrical energy which is converted by the
power converter comprising the power switch. In other
words, the electrical energy which is provided to the supply
voltage provisioning means may be derived from the electri-
cal energy available at the input of the power converter.

The control circuit may comprise a control switch which is
configured to couple an output of the power switch (e.g. the
source of the power switch) to ground, when an input of the
control switch (e.g. the drain of the control switch) is coupled
to the output of the power switch. By doing this, the power
switch may be put to an on-state. On the other hand, the
control switch may be configured to decouple the output of
the power switch from ground, to put the power switch to an
off-state. As such, the control circuit may be configured to
source control the power switch using the control switch. The
control switch may comprise a transistor, such as a MOSFET,
e.g. an NMOS transistor.

Furthermore, the control circuit may comprise charging
circuitry (also referred to as a charging path) configured to
enable a charging current flowing from the output of the
power switch to the supply voltage provisioning means and
configured to disable a current flowing from the supply volt-
age provisioning means to the output of the power switch. In
particular, this may be achieved when an input of the charging
circuitry is coupled to the output of the power switch and
when an output of the charging circuitry is coupled to the gate
of the power switch and to the supply voltage provisioning
means.

The charging current may be derived from a current flow-
ing through a drain-to-source capacitance (also referred to as
an input-to-output capacitance) arranged between an input
and the output of the power switch. The input of the power
switch may correspond to the drain and the output of the
power switch may correspond to the source of the power
switch. The current flowing through the drain-to-source
capacitance may be induced by a change of the voltage at the
input of the power switch. This change of the voltage may be
caused by the transition of the power switch from the on-state
to the off-state. The drain-to-source capacitance may com-
prise a drain-source capacitance of the power switch (e.g. of
the MOSFET). Alternatively or in addition, the drain-to-
source capacitance may comprise a charging capacitance
arranged in parallel to the power switch.

As such, the control circuit may be configured to provide
electrical energy to the supply voltage provisioning means
using the power switch, e.g. the power switch of a switched-
mode power converter. By doing this, no further external
components (i.e. components which are external to the inte-
grated circuit of the control circuit and/or of the power con-
verter) are required, thereby reducing the cost of the control
circuit and/or of the power converter.
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The charging circuitry may comprise a charging diode
configured to let pass the charging current from the output of
the power switch to the supply voltage provisioning means
and configured to block the current from the supply voltage
provisioning means to the output of the power switch. Fur-
thermore, the charging circuitry may comprise a first charg-
ing switch configured to block and/or to let pass a current
between the supply voltage provisioning means and the out-
put of the power switch. In addition, the charging circuitry
may comprise first control means which are configured to
open and/or close the first charging switch in dependence of
the supply voltage provided by the supply voltage provision-
ing means. In particular, the first control means may be con-
figured to control the first charging switch, such that the
supply voltage is maintained within a pre-determined voltage
interval. In other words, the first control means may be con-
figured to regulate the supply voltage using the first charging
switch.

As indicated above, the control circuit may comprise a first
charging capacitor arranged in parallel to a drain-source
capacitance (also referred to as an input-output capacitance)
of the power switch and configured to provide a current,
subject to a change of a voltage at the input of the power
switch. As such, the overall input-to-output capacitance may
comprise the input-output capacitance of the power switch
and the capacitance of the additional first charging capacitor.
By providing an additional first charging capacitor, the charg-
ing current (available for re-charging the supply voltage pro-
visioning means) may be increased.

The control circuit may further comprise a Zener diode
configured to couple the first charging capacitor and/or the
drain-source capacitance of the power switch to ground. As
such, the charging current provided by the input-to-output
capacitance may flow offto ground, e.g. when the first charg-
ing switch is switched off.

The control circuit may further comprise a second charging
capacitor arranged in parallel to the serially arranged power
switch and charging circuitry. The second charging capacitor
may be configured to provide a current, subject to a change of
a voltage at the input of the power switch. In addition, the
control circuit may comprise a second charging diode con-
figured to let pass a second charging current from the second
charging capacitor to the supply voltage provisioning means
and configured to block the current from the supply voltage
provisioning means to the second charging capacitor. As
such, a second charging path for maintaining the supply volt-
age may be provided.

The control circuit may comprise a second charging switch
configured to couple the charging capacitor to ground, when
the second charging switch is in on-state. As such, the current
which is provided by the second charging capacitor may flow
offto ground, when the second charging switch is in on-state.
The control circuit may comprise second control means con-
figured to open and/or close the second charging switch in
dependence of the supply voltage provided by the supply
voltage provisioning means. The second control means may
be configured to regulate the supply voltage using the second
charging switch. The first and second charging switches may
comprise transistors, e.g. MOSFETs.

According to another aspect, a power converter is
described. The power converter may be configured to provide
at its output electrical energy at an output voltage derived
from electrical energy at an input voltage available at an input
of the power converter. The power converter may comprise
one or more of: a buck converter, a boost converter, a buck-
boost converter, a flyback converter, and/or a single-ended
primary-inductor converter.
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The power converter may comprise a power switch con-
figured to commutate between an on-state and an off-state.
Furthermore, the power converter may comprise a control
circuit as described in the present document. The control unit
may be configured to control the switching state of the power
switch. In addition, the power converter may comprise an
inductor configured to store electrical energy, when the power
switch is in on-state, and configured to release electrical
energy, when the power switch is in off-state. In particular, the
inductor may be configured to draw electrical energy from the
input of the power converter, when the power switch is in
on-state and configured to provide electrical energy to the
output of the power converter, when the power switch is in
off-state.

The power converter may further comprise free-wheeling
sensing means configured to detect an oscillation (e.g. a
change and/or a zero-crossing) of a voltage at a gate of the
power switch, at a gate of the control switch, and/or at an
output (e.g. the source) of the control switch. The power
switch and/or the control switch may comprise (or may cor-
respond to) a metal oxide semiconductor field effect transis-
tor. Alternatively or in addition, the power switch and/or the
control switch may exhibit a drain-source capacitance, a
drain-gate capacitance and/or a source-gate capacitance. As a
result of such parasitic capacitances, an oscillation (e.g. a
change and/or a zero-crossing) of the voltage at the input of
the power switch may be coupled to the output and/or the gate
of'the power switch, and from the output of the power switch
to the output of the control switch and/or the gate of the
control switch. As a result of this, the oscillation (e.g. a
change and/or a zero-crossing) may be detected at reduced
voltage levels at the gate of the power switch, at the gate of the
control switch, and/or at the output of the control switch,
thereby simplifying the detection of free-wheeling of the
inductor.

The control circuit may be configured to control the
switching state of the power switch based on the detected
oscillation (e.g. a change and/or a zero-crossing). In particu-
lar, the control circuit may be configured to detect a first
minimum or maximum of the detected oscillation (also
referred to herein as a zero-crossing). The time instant of such
a first minimum or maximum may be used as an indication of
the start of free-wheeling. As such, the control circuit may be
configured to control the power converter in a boundary or
discontinuous conduction mode. The boundary conduction
mode may be such that the power switch is switched on at the
time instant, when the inductor is free of electrical energy, i.e.
when the inductor starts free-wheeling.

According to a further aspect, a driver circuit, e.g. for a
solid state lighting device, is described. The driver circuit may
comprise a rectifier configured to provide a DC (direct cur-
rent) voltage from an AC (alternating current) mains voltage.
Furthermore, the driver circuit may comprise a power con-
verter as described in the present document. The driver circuit
may be configured to provide a drive current at a drive voltage
(e.g. for the solid state lighting device), derived from electri-
cal energy at the DC voltage.

According to another aspect, a method for re-charging
supply voltage provisioning means and/or for controlling the
switching state of a power switch is described. The method
may comprise coupling an output (e.g. the source) of the
power switch to ground using a control switch, in order to put
the power switch to an on-state. Furthermore, the method may
comprise decoupling the output of the power switch from
ground using the control switch, in order to put the power
switch to an off-state. In addition, the method may comprise
enabling a charging current flowing from the output of the
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power switch to the supply voltage provisioning means. The
charging current may be derived from a current flowing
through an input-to-output capacitance (e.g. drain-to-source
capacitance) arranged between an input (e.g. the drain) and
the output of the power switch. Such a current may flow
subject to a change of (e.g. a gradient of) the voltage at the
input of the power switch. In addition, the method may com-
prise disabling a current flowing from the supply voltage
provisioning means to the output of the power switch, thereby
preventing a discharging of the supply voltage provisioning
means.

According to a further aspect, a software program is
described. The software program may be adapted for execu-
tion on a processor and for performing the method steps
outlined in the present document when carried out on the
processor.

According to another aspect, a storage medium is
described. The storage medium may comprise a software
program adapted for execution on a processor and for per-
forming the method steps outlined in the present document
when carried out on the processor.

According to a further aspect, a computer program product
is described. The computer program may comprise execut-
able instructions for performing the method steps outlined in
the present document when executed on a computer.

It should be noted that the methods and systems including
its preferred embodiments as outlined in the present docu-
ment may be used stand-alone or in combination with the
other methods and systems disclosed in this document. In
addition, the features outlined in the context of a system are
also applicable to a corresponding method. Furthermore, all
aspects of the methods and systems outlined in the present
document may be arbitrarily combined. In particular, the
features of the claims may be combined with one another in
an arbitrary manner.

In the present document, the term “couple” or “coupled”
refers to elements being in electrical communication with
each other, whether directly connected e.g., via wires, or in
some other manner.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is explained below in an exemplary manner
with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of an example power con-
verter comprising circuitry for maintaining the supply volt-
age of a power switch of the power converter;

FIGS. 2a and 2b shows example charging currents and
drain voltages at the power switch of the power converter;

FIGS. 3a and 35 shows example oscillating signals caused
by free-wheeling of an inductor of the power converter;

FIG. 4 shows a block diagram of an example power con-
verter comprising further circuitry for maintaining the supply
voltage;

FIG. 5 shows a flow chart of an example method for main-
taining the supply voltage of the power switch of a power
converter; and

FIG. 6 shows a block diagram of an example measurement
circuit for measuring free wheeling.

DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of an example power con-
verter 100 comprising a source controlled power switch 106.
The power switch 106 may be external to the integrated
circuit of the power converter 100 (also referred to as the
power converter network) and/or of the driver circuit com-
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prising the power converter 100. The power switch 106 may
comprise a transistor, e.g. a field effect transistor (FET) such
as a metal oxide semiconductor FET (MOSFET). An input
voltage 101 is provided at the input of the power converter.
The input voltage 101 may be derived for a mains voltage
(using e.g. a rectifier). The power converter 100 may com-
prise a resistor 102. Furthermore, the power converter 100
typically comprises an inductor 103 (coupled to a drain 121 of
the power switch 106) for storing electrical energy which is to
be transferred from the input of the power converter 100 to a
load 116 at an output of the power converter 100. The elec-
trical energy at the output of the power converter 100 may be
provided at an output voltage 115.

The power switch 106 may commutate between an on-state
(also referred to as a closed state) and an off-state (also
referred to as an open state). During the on-state, a current
(corresponding to the inductor current through the inductor
103) is flowing through the power switch 106, thereby storing
electrical energy within the inductor 103. On the other hand,
during the oft-state, the energy stored within the inductor 103
is provided to the output of the power converter via a con-
verter diode 110.

The state of the power switch 106 may be controlled viathe
potential (or voltage level) of the source 120 of the power
switch 106. In other words, the power switch 106 may be
source controlled. This is illustrated in FIG. 1. A control
switch 107 (e.g. a MOSFET) may be used to control the state
of'the power switch 106. The control switch 107 may be part
of a control unit. A gate of the power switch 106 may be
maintained at a supply voltage Vece provided by supply volt-
age provisioning means 114. The supply voltage provisioning
means 114 may comprise e.g. a capacitor. The state of the
power switch 106 may be controlled by controlling the gate-
source voltage V ;¢ between the gate and the source of the
power switch 106. In FIG. 1 the source of the power switch
106 corresponds to the mid-point between the power switch
106 and the control switch 107. Typically, the power switch
106 is put into the on-state if the gate-source voltage Vo
exceeds a threshold voltage V- of the power switch 106. On
the other hand, the power switch 106 may be put into the
off-state by reducing the gate-source voltage V 5 below the
threshold voltage V .

The gate-source voltage V ;s of the power switch 106 may
be controlled using the control switch 107. When putting the
control switch 107 into the on-state (using the gate control
voltage 113 for the control switch 107), the source of the
power switch 106 is coupled to ground (e.g. via an optional
shunt resistor 108). As a result of this, the gate-source voltage
V 5 1s increased, e.g. up to the supply voltage Vcc, i.e. up to
the gate voltage which is applied to the gate of the power
switch 106. On the other hand, by putting the control switch
107 into the off-state, the potential of the source of the power
switch 106 is increased (e.g. up to the gate control voltage 113
of'the control switch 107). As a result of this, the gate-source
voltage V 5 is reduced (e.g. by a voltage corresponding to the
gate control voltage 113). The supply voltage Ve and/or the
gate control signal 113 may be selected such that if the control
switch 107 is in on-state, the gate-source voltage V ;c exceeds
the threshold voltage V,, and such that if the control switch
107 is in off-state, the gate-source voltage V 5 is below the
threshold voltage V .. As such, the control switch 107 may be
used to control the state of the power switch 106.

In other words, the power switch 106 may be controlled by
the conduction state of the control switch 107. If the control
switch 107 is on, the coil or inductor current (i.e. the current
through the inductor 103) appears in the control switch 107
and in the power switch 106. Switching off the control switch
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107 stops the ramp-up current in the inductor 103, which
causes the voltage at the drain of the power switch 106 (i.e. at
the mid-point between inductor 103 and power switch 107) to
go positive until the converter diode 110 conducts, whilst the
magnetic field within the inductor 103 collapses. As such, the
opening of the control switch 107 leads to a change of the
drain-source voltage across the power switch 106.

The power switch 106 may be used to limit the voltage
across the control switch 107, when the power switch 106 and
the control switch 107 are in off-state. However, typically a
current flows from the drain of the power switch 106 via a
parasitic drain-source capacitance of the power switch 106 to
the drain of control switch 107 (which corresponds to the
source of the power switch 106). The amount of current
flowing across the parasitic drain-source capacitance of the
power switch 106 typically depends on the change of the
drain-source voltage across the power switch 106 (due to the
closing of the power switch 106). Furthermore, the amount of
current flowing across the parasitic drain-source capacitance
of the power switch 106 typically depends on the size of the
drain-source capacitance.

The current flowing via the parasitic drain-source capaci-
tance of the power switch 106 may be used to charge the
supply voltage provisioning means 114, thereby enabling the
power converter 100 to generate and/or maintain its own
supply voltage Vcc.

In particular, a charging diode 109 may be used to direct the
current flowing via the parasitic drain-source capacitance of
the power switch 106 to the supply voltage provisioning
means 114, thereby allowing the supply voltage to be
recharged. The charging diode 109 may be configured to
couple a mid-point between the (source of) the power switch
106 and the (drain of) the control switch 107 to the supply
voltage provisioning means 114. Furthermore, the charging
diode 109 may be configured to conduct a current from the
mid-point between the (source of) the power switch 106 and
the (drain of) the control switch 107 towards the supply
voltage provisioning means 114, and to block a current in the
inverse direction. As such, the charging diode 109 may be
configured to prevent a discharging of the supply voltage
provisioning means 114 (notably when the control switch 107
is in on-state).

Furthermore, an optional charging switch 111 may be pro-
vided which may be used to control the charging and/or the
voltage level of the supply voltage provisioning means 114.
The charging switch 111 may be controlled to regulate the
supply voltage Vce provided by the supply voltage provision-
ing means 114.

In order to enhance the effect provided by the drain-source
capacitance of the power switch 106, an optional charging
capacitor 104 may be provided. The charging capacitor 104
may be arranged in parallel to the power switch 106. In
particular, the charging capacitor 104 may be arranged in
parallel to the drain-source capacitance of the power switch
106, thereby increasing the overall capacitance and thereby
increasing the current flowing from the drain of the power
switch 106 to the source of the power switch 106, when the
power switch 106 is in off-state (and when the drain-source
voltage across the power switch 106 changes).

Furthermore, an optional Zener diode 105 may be pro-
vided. The Zener diode 105 may be used to conduct the
current flowing across the charging capacitor 104 and/or
across the parasitic drain-source capacitance of the power
switch 106 to ground, when this current is not used to
recharge the supply voltage provisioning means 114 (e.g.
when the charging switch 111 is closed).
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Alternatively or in addition, a shunt regulator (comprising
e.g. a Zener diode) may be provided at the supply voltage
provisioning means 114 in order to regulate the supply volt-
ageVcc, e.g. if the optional charging switch 111 and the Zener
diode 105 are not used.

As such, the power converter 100 may be configured to
maintain the supply voltage Vcc used to control the power
switch 106. The charging path for the supply voltage may
comprise a charging diode 109 and a charging switch 111.
Furthermore, the charging path may comprise a charging
resistor 112, e.g. to limit the amount of current flowing
towards the supply voltage provisioning means 114.

At the time instant when all of the energy stored within the
inductor 103 has been transferred to the output of the power
converter 100 (via the converter diode 110) the drain voltage
of the power switch 106 typically starts to oscillate. The
frequency of the oscillation typically depends on the induc-
tance (influenced by the inductance of the inductor 103) and
capacitance (influenced by the drain-source capacitance of
the power switch 106 and by the capacitance of the charging
capacitor 104) at this node (i.e. at the drain of the power
switch 106). This effect may be referred to as the ‘free-
wheeling’ effect. The zero-crossing of the oscillating wave-
form may be used to determine the completion of the energy
transfer from the inductor 103 towards the output of the power
converter. This means that by detecting the zero-crossing of
the oscillating waveform, the power converter 100 may be
operated in a so called boundary or discontinuous conduction
mode. In particular, the detected zero-crossing of the oscil-
lating waveform may be used as an indication for the fact that
the inductor 103 is free of energy, and that the power switch
106 may be switched into the on-state, in order to recharge the
inductor 103 with energy drawn from the input of the power
converter 100.

FIGS. 2a and 25 illustrate the Vcc charging current during
the switch-off transition of the power converter 100, i.e. dur-
ing the transition from the on-state of the power switch 106 to
the off-state of the power switch 106. FIG. 2a shows the drain
voltage 202, 212 at the drain node of the power switch 106
along the time line 203. Furthermore, FIG. 2a shows the
charging current 201, 211 through the drain-source capaci-
tance of the power switch 106. The charging current 201, 211
is shown for a typical MOSFET 106 comprising a drain-
source capacitance of a pre-determined capacitance value. It
can be seen that while the drain voltage 202, 212 increases
(due to the closing of the power switch 106), a charging
current 201, 211 flows through the drain-source capacitance
of'the power switch 106. This charging current 201, 211 may
be used to charge the supply voltage provisioning means 114,
e.g. using the charging path illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 2b
shows the charging current 201, 211 for the case where a
charging capacitor 104 (of 500 pF) is arranged in parallel to
the power switch 106, in order to increase the charging cur-
rent 201, 211.

FIG. 3a shows the complete waveform of the power con-
verter 100 for a complete commutation cycle 303. It can be
seen that the charging current 201, 311 flows during the initial
phase, when the power switch 106 is commutated from the
on-state to the off-state, i.e. when the drain voltage 202, 312
of the power switch 106 goes from substantially OV to a
relatively high voltage (comprising the input voltage 101 of
the power converter 100 and the voltage drop at the inductor
103). After some time, the energy stored within the inductor
103 has been provided to the output of the power converter
100 and the inductor 103 goes into “free-wheeling”. As out-
lined above, the “free-wheeling” of the inductor 103 typically
leads to an oscillation of the drain voltage 202, 312 at the
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drain of the power switch 106 (as can be seen in FIG. 3a). In
particular a first zero-crossing 322 of the drain voltage 202,
312 occurs once the stored energy of the inductor 103 has
been transferred to the output of the power converter 100. As
such, the zero-crossing 322 may be used to control the switch-
ing of the power switch 106 (via the control switch 107).

The charging current 201, 311 is typically dependent on the
rise time of the control switch 107, which impacts the gradi-
ent of the drain voltage 201, 312 and by consequence the
amount of charging current 201, 311 (via the formula I=C
dV/dt, wherein dV/dt is the gradient of the drain voltage 201,
312, C is the capacitance between the drain and the source of
the power switch 106, and I is the charging current 201, 311).
As such, the charging current 201, 311 also depends on the
capacitance C between drain and source. The capacitance C
between the drain and the source may comprise the parasitic
drain-source capacitance of the power switch 106 and one or
more optional external charging capacitors 104.

The drain voltage 202, 312 at the power switch 106 typi-
cally starts to oscillate once the converter diode 110 does no
longer conduct. In particular, once the inductor 103 is free of
energy, the converter diode 110 no longer conducts and the
capacitance of the power switch 106 and/or the charging
capacitor 104 form a resonant circuit in conjunction with the
inductor 103. The oscillations of the resonant circuit may be
measured as oscillations of the drain voltage 202, 312 of the
power switch 106.

It should be noted that a similar oscillating signal can be
seen at the source of the control switch 107 (via the drain-
source capacitive coupling of the power switch 106 and the
control switch 107). As such, the oscillating signal may be
measured as the voltage drop across the shunt resistor 108. In
a similar manner, the oscillating signal may be seen at the gate
of the power switch 106 and/or at the gate of the control
switch 107 by the drain-gate and/or source-gate capacitive
coupling. As such, the oscillating signal (and in particular the
first zero-crossing) may be measured at the gates of the power
switch 106 and/or the control switch 107. In particular, the
oscillating signal may be measured at the level of the supply
voltage Vcce, thereby simplifying the detection of the time
instant of the first zero-crossing 322.

FIG. 35 illustrates the coupling effect of the switching
waveform and the ‘free-wheeling’ oscillation of the drain
voltage 202. The capacitive coupling of the power switch 106
allows the transfer of information from the drain to the source
and the gate terminals of the power switch 106 via the para-
sitic capacitance (and optional additional charging capaci-
tors). This allows the high-voltage modulation of the drain
voltage 202 to be detected and/or measured within the supply
voltage range of the driving circuitry. As such, this allows to
substantially simplifying the measurement of the first zero-
crossing of the drain voltage 202.

One technique to sense the free-wheeling voltage could use
the control switch 107 as a current source to determine the
source voltage of the power switch 106. This load would
typically be turned on after the capacitive charging of the
supply voltage provisioning means 114 on the rising edge of
the drain voltage 202. By using a cascaded structure the
source of the power switch 106 modulates the gate and the
source. In order to enable an improved measurement of the
modulated signal, it may be beneficial to use the control
switch 107 as a pull down (e.g. as current source).

FIG. 35 illustrates the voltage 307, 317 at the source/drain
node between the power switch 106 and the control switch
107. Furthermore, FIG. 35 illustrates a scaled version of the
drain voltage 312. In addition, FIG. 35 illustrates the gate
current 306, 316 at the gate of the power switch 106. It can be
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seen that the oscillating signal is present in all of these signals,
thereby enabling the detection of the first zero-crossing at the
level of the supply voltage Vcc.

FIG. 4 shows a block diagram of another power converter
400 comprising further circuitry configured for charging the
supply voltage of the power switch 106. The circuit arrange-
ment of FIG. 4 may be beneficial to reduce the dissipated heat
of'the regulation circuitry (e.g. the charging switch 111) used
to regulate the transfer of the charging current to the supply
voltage provisioning means 114. In the power converter 400
a charging switch 411 is used. The charging switch 411 is
coupled to ground. Furthermore, a separate charging capaci-
tor 404 may be used to regulate the supply voltage Vcc. The
charging capacitor 404 is coupled to the supply voltage pro-
visioning means 114 via a second charging diode 409. When
the charging switch 411 is in off-state, the charging current
via the charging capacitor 404 is passed to the supply voltage
provisioning means 114 for recharging or maintaining of the
supply voltage Vcc. On the other hand, when the charging
switch 411 is in on-state, the charging current flows to
ground. As such, the charging switch 411 may be used to
regulate the supply voltage Vce.

In other words, the inherent drain-bulk diode 421 (com-
monly called the bulk diode) of the charging switch 411 forms
arectifier for the signal across the charging capacitor 404. The
same applies to the bulk diode 407 of the control switch 107,
which forms rectifier for the signal across the drain-source
capacitance of the power switch 106. The component values
of'the charging capacitor 404 and of the drain-source capaci-
tance of the power switch 106 may be selected such that a
majority of the charging current for the supply voltage is
provided via the charging capacitor 404, thereby allowing for
an increased control of the regulation of the supply voltage
Vee using the control switch 411. By way of example, the
charging capacitor 404 may be designed such that 50% or
more, 60% or more, 70% or more, 80% or more, 90% or more
of the charging current to the supply voltage provisioning
means 114 is provided by the charging capacitor 404.

The regulation of the supply voltage typically causes the
charging switch 411 (e.g. a transistor) to be switched on such
that the current through the charging capacitor 404 flows to
ground. This current to ground usually does not significantly
heat up the charging switch 411, because the charging switch
411 may be turned on with a low resistance (by using e.g. an
N-type MOSFET as the charging switch 411). As such, the
circuit arrangement of FIG. 4 may be used to regulate the
supply voltage Ve with low heat dissipation.

It should be noted that the charging capacitor 404 may also
be used as a snubber capacitor, in order to help eliminate
high-frequency ringing of the power switch 106. As such, the
charging capacitor 404 may be used for additional purposes,
in addition to the recharging of the supply voltage provision-
ing means 114.

A rise and/or fall-time switching control of the control
switch 107 may be used to reduce the slew rate of the drain
voltage 202. On the other hand, the reduced slew rate may
stress the power switch 106 during the transition from the
on-state to the off-state (because the power switch 106 is
concurrently submitted to a relatively high current and a
relatively high voltage). This may increase the dissipated
power within the power switch 106.

Overall, the design and selection of the components of the
power converter 100, 400 may be used to decide whether to
make use of an additional charging capacitor 104, 404 in
order to avoid hot switching and dissipation of the power
switch 106 and/or whether to make use of the drain-source
capacitance a power switch 106 which can handle hot switch-
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ing and heat dissipation. The control of the slew rate of the
drain voltage may be beneficial to minimize the EMI (electro-
magnetic interference) radiated from the power converter
100, 400. The design of the power converter 100, 400 may
take into account one or more of the following aspects: Fre-
quency of switching of the power switch 106, possible oper-
ating region stress in the power switch 106, EMI, voltage
range, current range, peak power dissipation in the power
switch, and/or ringing of parasitic inductors.

FIG. 5 shows a flow chart of an example method 500 for
re-charging supply voltage provisioning means 114 and/or
for controlling the switching state of a power switch 106. As
outlined above, step 501 describes providing the supply volt-
age provisioning means 114 configured to provide a supply
voltage to a gate of the power switch 106. In step 502 the
method 500 describes coupling a source (output) of the power
switch 106 to ground using a control switch 107. By coupling
the source of the power switch 106 to ground, the power
switch 106 may be put to an on-state. Furthermore, in step 503
the method 500 depicts decoupling the source (output) of the
power switch 106 from ground using the control switch 107.
By doing this, the power switch 106 may be put to an off-state.

In addition, in step 504 the method 500 illustrates enabling
a charging current flowing from the source of the power
switch 106 to the supply voltage provisioning means 114. The
charging current may be derived from a current flowing
through a drain-to-source capacitance arranged between a
drain and the source of the power switch. In particular, the
charging current may be enabled during the transition from an
on-state to an off-state of the power switch 106. In other
words, the charging current may be provided to the supply
voltage provisioning means 114, during a time interval within
which the voltage at the drain of the power switch changes
(e.g. increases). In particular, the charging current may be
provided during a time interval within which the voltage
change exhibits a gradient which is equal to or greater than a
pre-determined gradient threshold.

Furthermore, in step 505 the method may comprise dis-
abling a current flowing from the supply voltage provisioning
means 114 to the source of the power switch 106. Such a
reverse current from the supply voltage provisioning means
114 to the source of the power switch 106 may be disabled at
any time (e.g. using a charging diode 109).

In the present document, it has been proposed to make use
of'the coupling provided by the drain-to-gate capacitance, the
gate-to-source capacitance and/or the drain-to-source capaci-
tance of a power switch 106 to measure free-wheeling e.g. at
the gate of the power switch 106, i.e. to measure free-wheel-
ing at a reduced voltage level (e.g. at the level of the supply
voltage Vcc). As such, a measurement circuit has been
described, which is configured to measure oscillations 316 at
the gate of the power switch 106, while the power switch 106
is in off-state. These oscillations 316 (in particular the first
zero-crossing of the gate voltage) are an indication of free-
wheeling of the inductor 103.

FIG. 6 shows a block diagram of an example measurement
circuit for measuring free-wheeling. In the illustrated
example, the power switch 106 is controlled via the gate 620
of'the power switch 106. A high side control switch 601 may
be used to couple the gate of the power switch 106 to the
supply voltage Vec, in order to put the power switch 106 to the
on-state. A low side control switch 602 may be used to couple
the gate of the power switch 106 to ground, in order to put the
power switch 106 to the off-state. The high side control
switch 601 and the low side control switch 602 may be MOS-
FETs. The high side control switch 601 and the low side
control switch 602 may be operated in a pulsed manner. The
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high side control switch 601 and the low side control switch
602 may be part of a control unit of the control circuit.

In particular, the high side control switch 601 may be
coupled to the control pin (e.g. the gate) of the power switch
106 and may be configured to generate a pulsed on-signal by
coupling the control pin to a supply voltage for a first pulse
duration, thereby putting the power switch 106 to the on-state.
The control pin may float at a time instant subsequent to the
first pulse duration. The low side control switch 602 may be
coupled to the control pin of the power switch 106 and may be
configured to generate a pulsed off-signal by coupling the
control pin to ground for a second pulse duration, thereby
putting the power switch 106 to the off-state. The control pin
may float between an end of the pulsed on-signal and a begin-
ning of the subsequent pulsed off-signal. Furthermore, the
control pin may float between an end of the pulsed off-signal
and a beginning of the subsequent pulsed on-signal. A ratio of
the first pulse duration and a duration between a beginning of
the pulsed on-signal and a beginning of the subsequent pulsed
off-signal may be less than 50%, less than 30%, less than
20%, less than 10%, or less than 5%. In a similar manner, a
ratio of the second pulse duration and a duration between a
beginning of the pulsed off-signal and a beginning of the
subsequent pulsed on-signal may be less than 50%, less than
30%, less than 20%, less than 10%, or less than 5%.

A control circuit may be used and may be configured to
generate a gate control signal comprising a sequence of alter-
nating pulsed on-signals and pulsed oft-signals, thereby oper-
ating the power switch 106 in alternating on-states and oft-
states, respectively.

FIG. 6 shows a measurement circuit 603 which is coupled
to the control pin of the power switch 106 and which is
configured to detect voltage oscillations at the control pin. At
the time instant subsequent to the second pulse duration (i.e.
subsequent to the generation of the pulsed off-signal), the
oscillations 316 of the voltage at the control pin of the power
switch 106 may be indicative of free-wheeling of the inductor
103. As such, the measurement circuit 603 may be configured
to measure free-wheeling of the inductor 103 at the control
pin (e.g. the gate) of the power switch 106.

As such, a power converter 100, 400 is described which is
configured to provide electrical energy at an output voltage
115 derived from electrical energy at an input voltage 101.
The power converter 100, 400 may comprise the power
switch 106 configured to commutate between an on-state and
an off-state. Furthermore, the power converter may comprise
a control circuit configured to control the switching state of
the power switch 106. In addition, the power converter may
comprise an inductor 103 configured to store electrical
energy, when the power switch 106 is in on-state, and con-
figured to release electrical energy, when the power switch
106 is in off-state.

The control circuit may be configured to control the
switching state of the power switch 106 via a source of the
power switch 106 (as outlined e.g. in the context of FIGS. 1
and 4) or the control circuit may be configured to control the
switching state of the power switch 106 via a gate of the
power switch 106 (as outlined e.g. in the context of FIG. 6).
As such, the control circuit may comprise the high side con-
trol switch 601 and the low side control switch 602.

The power converter may further comprise free-wheeling
sensing means, such as the measurement circuit 603 shown in
FIG. 6. The free-wheeling sensing means (notably the mea-
surement circuit 603) may be configured to detect an oscilla-
tion of a voltage at a gate of the power switch 106 (see e.g.
FIG. 6) or at a source of the power switch 106. The control
circuit may be configured to control the switching state of the
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power switch based on the detected oscillation. In particular,

the control circuit may be configured to control the power

converter in a boundary conduction mode.

In the present document, circuit arrangements have been
described which allow for the re-charging of the supply volt-
age Vcc of adriver circuit using the electrical power provided
within a power converter itself. Furthermore, the circuit
arrangements may be used to measure “free-wheeling” of an
inductor of the power converter at the level of the supply
voltage Vcc.

Particular aspects of the present patent application are:
Aspect 1) A control circuit configured to re-charge supply

voltage provisioning means (114) and configured to con-
trol the switching state of a power switch (106); wherein
the supply voltage provisioning means (114) are config-
ured to provide a supply voltage to a gate of the power
switch (106); the control circuit comprising

a control switch (107) configured to

couple an output of the power switch (106) to ground,
when an input of the control switch (107) is coupled to
the output of the power switch (106), to put the power
switch (106) to an on-state; and

decouple the output of the power switch (106) from
ground, to put the power switch (106) to an off-state;
and

charging circuitry (109, 111) configured to enable a charg-

ing current flowing from the output of the power switch
(106) to the supply voltage provisioning means (114)
and configured to disable a current flowing from the
supply voltage provisioning means (114) to the output of
the power switch (106), when an input of the charging
circuitry (109, 111) is coupled to the output of the power
switch (106) and when an output of the charging cir-
cuitry (109, 111) is coupled to the gate of the power
switch (106) and to the supply voltage provisioning
means (114); wherein the charging current is derived
from a current flowing through an input-to-output
capacitance (104) arranged between an input and the
output of the power switch (106).

Aspect 2) The control circuit of aspect 1, wherein the charg-
ing circuitry (109, 111) comprises a charging diode (109)
configured to let pass the charging current from the output
of the power switch (106) to the supply voltage provision-
ing means (114) and configured to block the current from
the supply voltage provisioning means (114) to the output
of the power switch (106).

Aspect 3) The control circuit of any previous aspect, wherein
the charging circuitry (109, 111) comprises
a first charging switch (111) configured to block and/or to

let pass a current between the supply voltage provision-
ing means (114) to the output of the power switch (106);
and

first control means configured to open and/or close the first

charging switch (111) in dependence of the supply volt-
age provided by the supply voltage provisioning means
(114).

Aspect 4) The control circuit of any previous aspect, further
comprising a first charging capacitor (104) arranged in
parallel to a drain-source capacitance of the power switch
(106) and configured to provide a current, subject to a
change of a voltage at the input of the power switch (106).

Aspect 5) The control circuit of aspect 4, further comprising
a Zener diode (105) configured to couple the first charging
capacitor (104) to ground.

10

15

20

25

40

45

50

55

65

16

Aspect 6) The control circuit of any previous aspect, fur-

ther comprising

a second charging capacitor (404) arranged in parallel to
the serially arranged power switch (106) and charging
circuitry (109, 111) and configured to provide a current,
subject to a change of a voltage at the input of the power
switch (106); and

a second charging diode (409) configured to let pass a
second charging current from the second charging
capacitor (404) to the supply voltage provisioning
means (114) and configured to block the current from
the supply voltage provisioning means (114) to the sec-
ond charging capacitor (404).

Aspect 7) The control circuit of aspect 6, further comprising
a second charging switch (411) configured to couple the

charging capacitor (404) to ground, when the second
charging switch (411) is in on-state.

second control means configured to open and/or close the
second charging switch (411) in dependence of the sup-
ply voltage provided by the supply voltage provisioning
means (114).

Aspect 8) A power converter (100, 400) configured to provide
electrical energy at an output voltage (115) derived from
electrical energy at an input voltage (101); wherein the
power converter (100, 400) comprises
apower switch (106) configured to commutate between an

on-state and an off-state;

a control circuit according to any of aspects 1 to 7, config-
ured to control the switching state of the power switch
(106); and

an inductor (103) configured to store electrical energy,
when the power switch (106) is in on-state, and config-
ured to release electrical energy, when the power switch
(106) is in off-state.

Aspect 9) The power converter (100, 400) of aspect 8, further
comprising free-wheeling sensing means configured to
detect an oscillation of a voltage at
a gate of the power switch (106);

a gate of the control switch (107); and/or

a drain of the control switch (107).

Aspect 10) The power converter (100, 400) of aspect 9,
wherein the control circuit is configured to control the
switching state of the power switch (106) based on the
detected oscillation.

Aspect 11) The power converter (100, 400) of aspect 10,
wherein the control circuit is configured to control the
power converter (100, 400) in a boundary conduction
mode.

Aspect 12) The power converter (100, 400) of any of aspects
8 to 11, wherein the power switch (106) and/or the control
switch (107) comprise one or more of
a metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor;

a drain-source capacitance; and/or

a source-gate capacitance.

Aspect 13) The power converter (100, 400) of any of aspects
8 to 12, wherein the power converter (100, 400) comprises
one or more of: a buck converter, a boost converter, a
buck-boost converter, a flyback converter, and/or a single-
ended primary-inductor converter.

Aspect 14) A driver circuit for a solid state lighting device, the
driver circuit comprising
a rectifier configured to provide a DC voltage from an AC

mains voltage; and

a power converter according to any of aspects 8 to 13,
configured to provide a drive current at a drive voltage
for the solid state lighting device, derived from electrical
energy at the DC voltage.
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Aspect 15) A method (500) for re-charging supply voltage
provisioning means (114) and for controlling the switching
state of a power switch (106); wherein the supply voltage
provisioning means (114) are configured to provide a sup-
ply voltage to a gate of the power switch (106); the method
(500) comprising
coupling (501) an output of the power switch (106) to

ground using a control switch (107), to put the power
switch (106) to an on-state; and

decoupling (502) the output of the power switch (106) from

ground using the control switch (107), to put the power
switch (106) to an oft-state;

enabling (503) a charging current flowing from the output

of the power switch (106) to the supply voltage provi-
sioning means (114); and

disabling (504) a current flowing from the supply voltage

provisioning means (114) to the output of the power
switch (106); wherein the charging current is derived
from a current flowing through an input-to-output
capacitance (104) arranged between an input and the
output of the power switch (106).

It should be noted that the description and drawings merely
illustrate the principles of the proposed methods and systems.
Those skilled in the art will be able to implement various
arrangements that, although not explicitly described or shown
herein, embody the principles of the invention and are
included within its spirit and scope. Furthermore, all
examples and embodiment outlined in the present document
are principally intended expressly to be only for explanatory
purposes to help the reader in understanding the principles of
the proposed methods and systems. Furthermore, all state-
ments herein providing principles, aspects, and embodiments
of the invention, as well as specific examples thereof, are
intended to encompass equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A control circuit configured to control a switching state
of'a power switch; wherein a first port of the power switch is
coupled to an inductor; wherein

the control circuit is configured to be coupled to a control

port of the power switch; wherein the control port of the
power switch is different from the first port of the power
switch;
the control circuit comprises a control unit configured to
generate a control signal for controlling the switching
state of the power switch; wherein the control signal is to
be provided to the control port of the power switch; and

the control circuit comprises free-wheeling sensing means
configured to detect a change of a voltage at a measure-
ment port of the power switch; wherein the measurement
port of the power switch is different from the first port of
the power switch; and wherein the change of the voltage
atthe measurement port is indicative of free-wheeling of
the inductor.

2. The control circuit of claim 1, the control circuit is
configured to control the switching state of the power switch
based on the detected change of the voltage at the measure-
ment port.

3. The control circuit of claim 1, wherein

the control port and the measurement port correspond to a

gate of the power switch;

the control circuit comprises a low side control switch

coupled to the gate of the power switch and configured to
generate a pulsed off-signal by coupling the gate of the
power switch to ground for a pulse duration and config-
ured to put the power switch to the off-state; wherein the
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gate of the power switch is floating between an end of the
pulsed off-signal and a beginning of the subsequence
pulsed on-signal; and

the free-wheeling sensing means are configured to detect

the change of the voltage at the gate of the power switch
when the gate of the power switch is floating.

4. The control circuit of claim 1, wherein

the control port corresponds to a source of the power

switch;

the control circuit comprises a control switch configured to

couple the source of the power switch to ground, when
an input of the control switch is coupled to the source
of the power switch, to put the power switch to an
on-state; and

decouple the source of the power switch from ground, to
put the power switch to an off-state; and

the free-wheeling sensing means are configured to detect a

change of a voltage at a gate or at the source of the power
switch, when the power switch is in the oft-state.
5. The control circuit of claim 1, further comprising a first
charging capacitor arranged in parallel to a drain-source
capacitance of the power switch and configured to provide a
current, subject to a change of a voltage at the first port of the
power switch.
6. The control circuit of claim 5, further comprising a Zener
diode configured to couple the first charging capacitor to
ground.
7. The control circuit of claim 4, further comprising
supply voltage provisioning means configured to provide a
supply voltage to the gate of the power switch;

charging circuitry configured to enable a charging current
flowing from the source of the power switch to the sup-
ply voltage provisioning means and configured to dis-
able a current flowing from the supply voltage provi-
sioning means to the source of the power switch, when
an input of the charging circuitry is coupled to the source
of the power switch and when an output of the charging
circuitry is coupled to the gate of the power switch and to
the supply voltage provisioning means; wherein the
charging current is derived from a current flowing
through a drain-to-source capacitance arranged between
a drain and the source of the power switch.

8. The control circuit of claim 7, wherein the charging
circuitry comprises a charging diode configured to let pass the
charging current from the source of the power switch to the
supply voltage provisioning means and configured to block
the current from the supply voltage provisioning means to the
source of the power switch.

9. The control circuit of claim 7, wherein the charging
circuitry comprises

afirst charging switch configured to block and/or to let pass

a current between the supply voltage provisioning
means to the source of the power switch; and

first control means configured to open and/or close the first

charging switch in dependence of the supply voltage
provided by the supply voltage provisioning means.

10. The control circuit of claim 7, further comprising

a second charging capacitor arranged in parallel to the

serially arranged power switch and charging circuitry
and configured to provide a current, subject to a change
of a voltage at the drain of the power switch; and

a second charging diode configured to let pass a second

charging current from the second charging capacitor to
the supply voltage provisioning means and configured to
block the current from the supply voltage provisioning
means to the second charging capacitor.
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11. The control circuit of claim 10, further comprising

asecond charging switch configured to couple the charging
capacitor to ground, when the second charging switch is
in on-state; and

second control means configured to open and/or close the
second charging switch in dependence of the supply
voltage provided by the supply voltage provisioning
means.

12. A power converter configured to provide electrical
energy at an output voltage derived from electrical energy at
an input voltage; wherein the power converter comprises

a power switch configured to commutate between an on-
state and an off-state;

a control circuit according to claim 1, configured to control
the switching state of the power switch and configured to
detect a change of a voltage at the measurement port of
the power switch; and

an inductor configured to store electrical energy, when the
power switch is in on-state, and configured to release
electrical energy, when the power switch is in off-state.

13. The power converter of claim 12, wherein the control
circuit is configured to control the power converter in a
boundary conduction mode based on the detected change of
the voltage at the measurement port.

14. A driver circuit for a solid state lighting device, the
driver circuit comprising

a rectifier configured to provide a DC voltage from an AC
mains voltage; and

a power converter according to claim 12, configured to
provide a drive current at a drive voltage for the solid
state lighting device, derived from electrical energy at
the DC voltage.

15. A method for re-charging supply voltage provisioning
means and for controlling the switching state of a power
switch, the method comprising the steps of:

providing the supply voltage provisioning means config-
ured to provide a supply voltage to a gate of a power
switch;

coupling an output of the power switch to ground using a
control switch, to put the power switch to an on-state;

decoupling the output of the power switch from ground
using the control switch, to put the power switch to an
off-state;
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enabling a charging current flowing from the output of the
power switch to the supply voltage provisioning means;
and

disabling a current flowing from the supply voltage provi-
sioning means to the output of the power switch;
wherein the charging current is derived from a current
flowing through an input-to-output capacitance
arranged between an input and the output of the power
switch.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein a source of the power
switch is the output of the power switch.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein the charging current
is derived from a current flowing through a drain-to-source
capacitance arranged between a drain and a source of the
power switch.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the charging current
is enabled during a transition from an on-state to an off-state
of the power switch.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the charging current
is enabled during a time interval within which a voltage
change at the drain of the power switch exhibits a gradient
which is equal to or greater than a pre-determined gradient
threshold.

20. The method of claim 15, wherein the current from the
supply voltage provisioning means to the source of the power
switch is disabled at any time.

21. The method of claim 15, wherein the current from the
supply voltage provisioning means to the source of the power
switch is disabled at any time.

22. The method of claim 15, wherein free-wheeling of a
power converter is measured using coupling provided by a
drain-to-gate capacitance, a gate-to-source capacitance and/
or a drain-to-source capacitance of the power switch.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the measurement
point is the gate of the power switch.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the free-wheeling is
measured at the gate of the power switch wherein a measure-
ment circuit measures oscillations at the gate of the power
switch while the power switch is in the off-state.
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